Unfortunately, the original version of this article \[[@CR1]\] contained an error. In the methods section page 2, lines 5--8 is written "Systematic cervical cancer screening was introduced in the 1960s in some counties and non-systematically implemented in the rest of the country until nationwide coverage was achieved in 2007 \[19\]". This should be corrected to "Systematic cervical cancer screening was introduced in the 1960s in some counties and non-systematically implemented in the rest of the country until nationwide coverage was achieved in the late 1990s \[7,19\]".

Furthermore, another error was detected in the discussion section under the headline "Comparison with other studies". It is written: "A possible reason may the unsystematic implementation of cervical cancer screening, which reached national coverage only in 2007". This should be corrected to "A possible reason may be the unsystematic implementation of cervical cancer screening, which only reached national coverage in the late 1990's".

The online version of the original article can be found under doi:10.1186/s12889-015-2039-0.
